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HDLN 2011 
Office Bearers  

President  : Dave Smurthwaite                                
Vice President:  Ben McKenzie 
Secretary:  Dominic Gorringe 
Treasurer:  Peter Cole 

Our Co-ordinator  
Geoff Rollinson 

Project Officers  
Lyndell Driscoll    (Resource Centre) 
Yonie Tiljak         (Landcare Projects) 
Anita Chivell        (Accounts Officer) 

Volunteers  
International Students, local farmers, 
landholders, schools-you and fellow 
community members! 
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Challenges and opportunities  

A number of opportunities and challenges have presented on 
the horizon in the past few months that may influence our future 
and present Landcare Groups. 
In May the State Government announced $12 million for 
Landcare, which has triggered action by Networks within the 
Corangamite CMA region.  The budget announced 60 Landcare 
Coordinators to be appointed across the State, with limited 
information on how this will be implemented. 

A submission on behalf of the 9 Landcare Networks within the CCMA region has 
been lodged, proposing that the existing Landcare Coordinators deliver the outcomes 
that the Government is seeking.  This includes an announcement that the funding is 
to apply for 4 years, though the VLC is proposing a 3 year period to increase the 
amount available for the salaried positions. 
A recent strategic planning workshop conducted by HDLN confirmed that Landcare 
networks play a pivotal role in supporting the needs of individual groups.  If the intent 
of the State Government is to have the Landcare investment “embedded in the 
community” the best possible outcome is that our joint submission is successful. 
You may have heard that Landcare celebrates 25 years of success in 2011.  In many 
ways it is a watershed moment for Landcare; the next 25 years is likely to see a more 
complex and expanded role for our Network.  In the VLC/VLN submission to the 
Australian Landcare Council’s Draft Action Plan for Landcare, the following extract 
seeks to describe what we deliver: 
We believe Landcare can play four roles: 
• facilitator of community action and learning,  
• provider of environmental services to regional NRM programs and other 
government programs,  
• NRM planner at landscape level, and  
• a platform for engagement between communities and government on the issues of 
climate change and food security 
I would be interested to get your feedback on the above…send an email to 
geoff@heytesburylandcare.org.au and give us your views on the role of Landcare 
within the Heytesbury region and beyond. 
…‘till next time. 
Geoff Rollinson 
Landcare Coordinator. 

Shop 1, 47 Main Street (PO Box 69), Timboon VIC 3268 
Ph: (03) 5598 3755   Fax: (03) 5598 3754 

Email: hdln@heytesburylandcare.org.au 
Website: www.heytesburylandcare.org.au  
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Investing in our Future 

 

 

 

 
Unfortunately the alliance has lost some of its members and we are now seeking businesses      
who would like to invest funds to keep this great work going. Please call Geoff on 55983755  
or visit our website www.heytesburylancare.org.au  for more information.  

Seeing and hearing lots of 
frogs on your property and 
want to know what species 
they are?  
Local frog identification 
sheets and frog call  
CDs now available. 

 
Farm Plastic Waste Disposal 

Farmers in SW Victoria are being 
encouraged to adopt a new 
system for the sustainable 
disposal of farm plastic waste.  
DemoDAIRY projects officer 
Marni Barber is the newly 
appointed Plasback advocate for 
south-west Victoria and will be 
highlighting the benefits of the 
system to farmers at field days, 
discussion groups and focus 
farmer meetings over the next six 
months.  
Plasback will provide a long-term, 
low-cost solution for farmers and 
councils for the disposal of silage 
wrap, silage pit covers and baling 
twine. It will minimise plastic 
waste to landfill, minimise 
environmental damage, ensure 
these valuable products are 
recycled and make their use 
sustainable into the future.  
Farmers bag unwanted plastics 
into Plasback liners and drop 
them at council transfer stations. 
Plasback liners, which are 
coloured for a specific plastic 
waste stream, can be purchased 
for $79.95 for a box of 25 which 
will recycle the wrap off more than 
400 round bales of silage. 
Marni will be conducting a survey 
to determine the scale and 
current methods of disposal of 
farm plastic waste.   

For more information go to 
www.plasback.com.au 

or contact Marni on 0438314619. 
 

Funding Opportunities  
Caring for our Country  

The 2011-2012 funding round for 
Community Action Grants is now 
open. Community groups will be 
able to access grants between 
$5000 and $20,000 for 
environmental works.  

Closes 1/8/2011. Visit 
www.nrm.gov.au/cag  for more 

information and to apply. 
 

For more funding 
opportunities check out 

Business Victoria  
http://www.business.vic.gov.au/B
USVIC/STANDARD/PC_50731  

 

 
Next HDLN Meeting  
Tuesday 16th August 

The Craters to Coast Alliance (C2C) aims to protect and 
enhance our ecosystem services for the future. In the past 6 
years the C2C Alliance has helped fund 143.7ha of 
revegetation, 273.2ha of remnant protection and 119ha of 
waterways protected across the district. The large extent of 
these on ground works is unique when compared with other 
environmental organisations, as the majority of funding goes 
directly to these works as opposed to project management.  

�

Project Updates 
 

Community Nursery: 
The nursery is looking nice and green with over 15,000 seedlings successfully propagated this 
year. We recently had an International Student Volunteer Crew and DSE staff, come in and 
lend a hand and are now on top of all the thinning out and weeding. Just a matter of setting up 
some more gates to make room for the 16,000 trees that have been ordered.  
 
Onground Works:  
The busy tree planting season is about to start so keep getting those fences in and get ready to 
get your spots sprayed. Over 30,000 trees will be going in the ground this year! A few 
enthusiastic landholders have already started planting and when the tree orders arrive there 
will be a lot more to do.  
 
HDLN Strategic Plan:  
On the 21st of June the HDLN held a strategic planning workshop to get everyone’s opinions 
on what services the HDLN should be providing and what direction we should take moving 
into the future. It was great to see so many people come; we had a number of landholders, 
community members, Landcare Group members and executive committee members as well as 
representatives from Parks Victoria, Corangamite Shire and the Corangamite CMA. The 
afternoon resulted in some fantastic feedback and insight that is currently being used to 
construct a 3 year strategic plan for the HDLN. The draft will soon be available for review. 
Thank you to everyone that came along. 
 

Landscape Zone Asset Prioritization Document (LZAP) Update: A big thank you to 
everyone who attended the LZAP workshops! Three workshops were run; Curdies, Upper/mid 
Gellibrand and Lower Gellibrand; to give the community the opportunity to comment on the 
draft LZAP document. Over 50 community members and landholders came to have a say. The 
information received has all been documented and forwarded to the Corangamite CMA and 
HDLN will be following this with in person discussions to ensure that appropriate changes are 
made to the document.  
 
Craters to Coast Alliance: 
Staff members from Origin Energy came from Melbourne and Geelong to participate in a 
corporate tree planting at Newfield on the 14th of June. Everyone had a great time working 
hard and getting muddy. After lunch they announced that Origin Energy will once again be a 
member of the Craters to Coast Alliance and will be supplying funding for Landcare works for 
the next three years. It is great to have Origin back on board and we look forward to working 
with them well into the future. The Alliance now has three members, Santos and Origin (Gold) 
and iPrimus (bronze).  Although this is fewer members than originally made up the alliance, it 
is regaining its strength and the amazing environmental and community outcomes that the 
alliance support will continue in our area.  
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