Heytesbury District Landcare Network

BIOFUND AGREEMENT FORM 2026

The Biofund is the Network's core onground works project, supporting revegetation and remnant
vegetation protection on public and private land. It is an important sustainable land mangement tool
helping landholders and community groups to improve soil stability, water quality, biodiversity, wildlife
habitat and carbon storage.

Revegetation works can take a number of forms includng shelterbelts, farm dam enhancement, and
protection and connection of existing native vegetation and waterways. On farms, revegetation also
improves productivity by providing shelter for livestock, pastures and crops, reducing wind, heat stress
and erosion, and supporting beneficial insects.

The Biofund delivers strong value for investment, with funding used for seedlings while landholders
contribute fencing, site preparation, weed control and planting labour.

Applicant details

Name

Phone number

Email

Postal address

Project address

Landcare membership

Note — You must be a Landcare Network or Group member before you receive seedlings or Biofund
benefits. Please see the attached application form if membership renewal is required.

Are you a current member with any of the following Landcare groups:

[0 Heytesbury District Landcare Network [ Curdies Valley Landcare Group

[ Newfield Valley Landcare Group O Princetown Landcare Group

[ Elingamite-Cobrico Landcare Group [ Bostocks Creek and District Landcare Group
Items funded Quantity Value Funding source
Revegetation — Seedlings @ $1.65 each HDLN Biofund

Revegetation — direct seed ha @ $2800/ha HDLN Biofund




Works responsibility

weed control, pest animal control, stock exclusion)

Activity Indicative timeframe Who

Stock exclusion fencing (if required) Prior to Landholder
planting/seeding

Site preparation and weed control as required (spot One month prior to Landholder

spray for seedlings, blanket spray for direct seeding) revegetation

Supply of seedlings or direct seed June to August 2026 HDLN

Revegetation - planting seedlings or direct seeding June to August 2026 Landholder or

contractor
Long-term maintenance of the site (e.g. fence repairs, Ongoing Landholder

covered by the landholder.

equipment to the HDLN Community Nursery.

* Where required, HDLN can assist landholders by arranging a planting contractor with costs

* Landholders must return Hiko seedling trays, planting labels and any borrowed planting

Privacy Notice:

Personal information provided in this grant agreement is collected and used by HDLN to administer the
grant. Information may be shared with relevant government agencies, organisations or Landcare groups
for this purpose only. It will not be sold, traded or used for marketing. You may request access to your

information by contacting HDLN.

Please carefully read the conditions listed below before signing. If you have any questions, contact the

Heytesbury District Landcare Network at the Landcare Resource Centre, Timboon. Ph: 5598 3755

AGREEMENT:

hereby agree to comply with the conditions listed below.

Please mark the box if you do not give permission for the HDLN to use your site information

for media reports, social media, newsletters or other external publications.

PLEASE RETURN TO:

THE HEYTESBURY DISTRICT LANDCARE NETWORK RESOURCE CENTRE

SHOP 1, 47 MAIN ST, TIMBOON (Next to the National Bank)

POSTAL ADDRESS: PO BOX 69, TIMBOON VIC 3268




(please retain the copy of this agreement form for your records)

CONDITIONS:

General

1.

Fencing

8.

Funding of this project is conditional on all works being completed by 31 December 2026.
This funding offer is only available for 2026; projects not completed by this date cannot be
guaranteed funding in 2027.

. Works are to conform to plans and specifications as provided in this letter of agreement.

Activities as stated in the agreement form can only be modified with the approval of the HDLN.
Please contact the HDLN if agreed activities are to be modified.

The applicant is responsible for maintaining works in a satisfactory condition. This project may
be monitored and re-evaluated at a later stage by the Network.

The applicant must be a financial member of a local Landcare group. In the case where there
is no local Landcare group in your area, you must become a HDLN member.

The HDLN accepts no liability as a result of works implemented.

The applicant will be funded only to the amount stated in this agreement form. If the cost of
undertaking agreed activities exceeds the stated amount, the landholder will bear any further
costs. The HDLN accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of project costings.

During site inspections of this project, photos and information on the effectiveness of the
works will be recorded. The HDLN have permission to use this information in written reports
to the funding bodies involved in this incentive program.

The fencing type and number of wires used for projects must be of a suitable standard to be
stock-proof at all times. Gates may be used where appropriate (e.g. for weed control,
accessibility). Generally fencing construction based on a minimum of one treated pine post
every 8m and a minimum of four wires, two of which are electric, is advised. HDLN does not
permit barbed wire with any of its projects.

Weed control, site preparation and waterways

9.

10.

11.

It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that all weed control is completed in a safe manner
that meets the relevant laws relating to the use of chemicals. This includes obtaining any
relevant permits required to use specific herbicides.

It is the applicant’s responsibility to employ and pay any contractor. It is the applicant’s
responsibility to ensure that any weed control contractor used is registered and has adequate
insurance cover. The HDLN accepts no responsibility from losses incurred from weed control
activities.

We recommended spot spraying, 40cms wide and 2 metres apart (staggered or random) on
average when preparing spots for planting. A suitable herbicide is to be used such as Roundup
Biactive, but project participants should consult with contractors before spraying for technical
advice if needed.



12.

The applicant is responsible for obtaining a permit for works on a waterway (if required), from
their relevant CMA. This applies to projects that involve any disturbance of the bed and banks
of a waterway (eg. installation of a stock crossings). Contact the Statutory Planning Officer, at
your local CMA.

Tree Planting and Direct Seeding

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

The selection and allocation of vegetation species is to be undertaken and/or approved by the
HDLN Landcare Coordinator. Generally, only local provenance trees and shrubs are to be used
in Landcare plantings.

All revegetation projects must be a minimum of 10 metres in width to receive full funding of
revegetation plantings. Seedlings are to be planted at a minimum density of 2000 plants per
hectare.

Areas for tree planting and direct seeding MUST be well prepared. This should include pest
plant and animal control prior to planting.

If rabbits and hares are an issue, the trees should be protected by tree guards or netting fences.

Maintenance of revegetated areas after planting, including weed control and maintaining a
stock proof fence, is the applicant’s responsibility.

Replacement of trees will be at the applicant’s cost.

Please return any seedling trays and borrowed planting equipment as soon as possible after
planting to the HDLN Community Nursery at 109 Bailey St, Timboon (behind the Shell
Timboon petrol station).



