
Shelterbelts in SW Victoria

Why it pays to invest in shelter belts?
Apart from providing shade and shelter for stock, shelter belts add to the
aesthetic value of the property. They increase carbon sequestration and
provide many biodiversity benefits when a well-planned revegetation
program is in place.
There are numerous reports on the potential economic benefits of shelter
belts on farm that relate to improved stock performance and greater
pasture growth by providing a less hostile environment for animal and
plant. Although the evidence is partially subjective and anecdotal it is
consistent. In the future it is increasingly likely that farms that are able to
demonstrate biodiversity and stock welfare benefits will attract a price
premium for their products.

Planning for shelter belts
A whole farm plan for shelter belt establishment should be over several
years. Working knowledge of the farm, prevailing winds, tracks, existing
fences, infrastructure, homes, wet areas, waterways, dams and existing
vegetation all need to be taken into consideration. There are many digital
mapping systems available to assist with this. Shelter belts and remnant
vegetation typically take up 5-15% of a farm area.

A quick guide to establishing shelter belts
Stock must be fenced out at all times during establishment and in many cases
permanently
Indigenous species will establish well and provide a more compatible flora for
wildlife
Shelter belts need to be a minimum of 10 metres wide and preferably 20 metres
Joining shelterbelts will provide wildlife corridors and avoid wind tunnels at ends
Shelter belts will shade tracks on the south and east sides not allowing them to
dry in winter
Late winter early spring is the best time for planting shelter belts
Plant larger trees 4 metres apart in the middle followed by mid story and low
story plants on the edges at 2 metres apart



The cost which may be offset by grants
Effort to establish
Feral animal management in shelter belts
Managing weeds (eg thistles and blackberries) especially during
establishment
Trimming off fence lines
The need for pasture repair along shelter belts where camping is
common

Where large areas are planned for planting, direct seeding will
provide a faster less expensive method. Trees can be spread by
direct seed in the middle and the remaining seeds can be spread
on the outside. The disadvantage of direct seeding is that plant
density can be variable resulting in an imbalance in plant
varieties and placement. Tubed plants will be slower to establish
but can be placed accurately and guarded where pests are
prevalent. Direct seeding requires disturbance of the soil
resulting in weed competition. It is less effective in heavy black
soils compared with loam and sandy soils so tube planting is
preferable and also in wet areas and along riparian zones.

Direct seed versus tube plantings

An aesthetically rewarding place to live
Stock protection from wind sun and driving rain
Provides a farm that combines agriculture with nature
Reduces erosion and run off into waterways
Increases carbon sequestration
Theoretically adds monetary value to the property
Provides habitat for a biodiverse balance of insects,
birds and other wildlife that reduces the dependency on
pesticides 
Provides a physical barrier to stock
Provides a level of biosecurity from adjacent stock
Leaving a legacy for future generations

The rewards from having shelter belts

The discipline needed to establish
and maintain shelter belts

Written by Chris Hibburt and Dave Smurthwaite of HDLN July 2025


