
Automation

Automation

Response

Opportunity Automation

Industry Poultry Yes

Pigs Yes

Beef/sheep Yes

Dairy Yes

Irrigated pastures Yes

Hort (small) Yes

Wineries Yes

All industries Yes



Opportunity 
description

What is it? The automating of a process to:

•	 Reduce labour

•	 Avoid possible capital upgrades

•	 Access cheaper electricity

What primary 
outcome is produced?  

•	 Achieve consistent product outcomes. 

•	 Avoid energy wastage by over-heating or over-cooling. 

What is the financial 
return? ROI?  

Determined on a case by case basis 

Quantify impact on 
CO2 

0.86 kg of carbon for each kWhrs reduced



 Ease of 
implementation

Difficulty  Variable

Investment required Variable

Skills required  Motivated landholder and appropriately qualified service providers

 Other 
considerations

What do I need to 
think about if I want 
to do this? What 
questions should I 
ask?

Automation currently exists in our life. The thermostat on your refrigeration is an example of simple automation. It relieves you of the task of 
turning the unit on and off. This is simple and very cost effective. The trap is to avoid automation for the sake of automation. There are many 
examples where a super smart system is installed that achieves very little other than make the designer feel good. Automation does come 
at not only a capital cost but a recurrent cost as well. The savings derived have to cover the capital over say three years and in addition the 
recurrent costs.  An imperative is that the service provider is guaranteed to provide you with technical back up and support. 

Advice provided in this document is general in nature and is not a substitute for professional advice. 

Heytesbury District Landcare Network acknowledges Gabriel Hakim (AgVet Projects) and John Cutler 
(Keemin Energy Solutions) for their technical expertise in preparation of this fact sheet.  For further 
information, please contact the Heytesbury District Landcare Network, (03) 5598 3755 or admin@

heytesburylandcare.org.au


