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Notable research:
•	 https://www.mla.com.au/news-and-events/industry-

news/dung-beetles-workers-worth-looking-after/ - Meat 
and Livestock Australia were heavily involved in the DBEE 
project and have published a range of research including 
this species survey carried out on a beef and sheep farm in 
SA. 

•	 https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/support-and-resources/
funds-grants-programs/farming-systems-demonstrations-
program/demonstrating-the-benefits-of-dung-beetles-
for-prime-lamb-enterprises-enhanced-producer-
demonstration-site  -  Published in 2022, this case study of 
a sheep farm near Portland, clearly shows that Bubas bison 
beetles contributed to deeper levels of phosphorus and 
potassium.

•	 https://charman.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/
finalreportMR311022.pdf - This report published in October 
2022 looks at the combination of biochar and dung beetles 
in improving soil, milk quality and animal health.

Websites:
•	 https://www.dungbeetles.com.au/  - The website for the 

Dung Beetle Ecosystem Engineers project (2017 - 2023). 
This project was supported by a number of organisations 
including the Australian Government, MLA, Landcare, 
CSIRO and various universities. The project has produced 
a wealth of research and useful information as well as 
releasing 60,000 Bubas bison beetles in the south of 
Australia. The Project Team page covers Australia’s most 
prominent dung beetle experts. Resources include a list of 
dung beetle suppliers, “how to” videos and guides such as 
below:

•	 https://www.dungbeetles.com.au/sites/default/
files/2022-06/dbee_regional-guide_sw-wa_w-info.pdf - 
This is one of a series of regional guides produced by DBEE 
which looks at what beetles are in your area and best beetle 
management including rearing and maintenance.

•	 http://www.ecoinsects.com/ has an ID My Beetle section.
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Videos:
•	 Check out the FERT project dung beetle video in the Dung 

Beetles section of this website

•	 DBEE has a number of short how-to videos on their 
website. 

Podcasts:
•	 Check out the FERT project dung beetle podcast in the 

Dung Beetles section of this website

•	 https://www.heytesburylandcare.org.au/podcast/
episode/8850a9eb/s1e1-the-power-of-dung-beetles 
- Produced in 2022 by HDLN, this 30-minute podcast 
includes Gavin Sinclair, dung beetle farmer near Colac, and 
Dr Bernard Doube, Australian dung beetle expert.

Books & pocket guides:
•	 Dung Down Under – Dung Beetles for Australia by: 

Bernard Doube and Tim Marshall, 2014 - This excellent 
account of dung beetles in Australia is currently the most 
comprehensive. It includes fascinating information on dung 
beetle ecology, how they improve soils, economic benefits, 
regional data, and establishing, maintaining and monitoring 
them.   

•	 Introduced Dung Beetles in Australia – A Pocket Field 
Guide by: Penny Edwards, Pam Wilson and Jane Wright, 
2020, CSIRO publishing - Buy online www.publish.csiro.au/
book/7207 or dungbeetle@csu.edu.au - This tough little 
water resistant publication is truly pocket sized. Easy to use 
and well laid out, it includes all 25 introduced species with 
sizes, distribution, burying depth and seasonal activity, plus, 
despite the title, nine native dung beetle species which 
have been observed in livestock dung. 
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Network make no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the completeness, 

accuracy, relevance, suitability or availability with respect to any of the information, products, services or 

graphics contained herein.

As the information is general in nature, it is recommended that you seek suitable advice pertaining to your 

individual circumstances from a trusted local authority or advisor.


