


What evidence is there
for the economic
benefits of dung
beetles?

In areas of Australia imported dung beetles have been shown
to increase the pasture growth response by 27% over a two-
year period (DBEE).

If cattle dung remained unburied, it has been estimated that
200,000 hectares of pasture would be lost per year (Dung
Down Under, p13).

Dung beetles in Australia create up to $620 M per year in
economic value to the agricultural economy (DBEE).

A Western Australian group did some modelling that suggested

dung beetles increased the value of livestock products (beef,
milk, lamb & wool) by 6.1% based on average annual returns
(DBEE).

Dung beetles are estimated to contribute more than a billion
dollars in environmental and economic benefits each year
(Charles Sturt University researcher Professor Leslie Weston
2018 ABC article).

We estimate that over one season’s activity of Bubas bison, the

dung from a cow and a calf over one hectare could affect 15%
of the surface area of the paddock (Dung Downunder, p37).

Introducing one starter population of B. bison to a paddock
with 50 breeders represents less than $15 of investment per
head (Dung Down Under, p37).
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Won't my dung beetles
just fly off to someone
else’s property?

According to Dr Russ Barrow, this has not been found to be
a major problem. Many farmers these days are looking at the

bigger picture, but for those who wish to prioritise their own
property here are some suggestions:

® Negotiate with neighbouring farms regarding the purchase

of dung beetles so you can share the benefits.

® Make sure there is plentiful dung — beetles will not go in
search of dung if they find it close by.

® Larger beetles are less likely to travel than smaller ones, so
if they are suited to your region, perhaps start by investing
in beetles such as Bubas bison.

¢ Beetles will not fly through woodland as they perceive this
as a barrier, so tree planting and shelter belts are a perfect
fit with dung beetles.




How much do
beetles cost?

Indicative 2024 prices:

® $1,000 for a mixed starter population of 4,000
to 5,000 summer active beetles such as O. taurus
and E fulvus.

® $800 to $1000 for a starter population of 800
to 1,000 winter active beetles such as B. bison
or $1,700 to $2,200 for a population of the less
common winter active species, Ontis caffer.
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Release or rear?

A field release takes around 20 minutes and beetles are as likely
to stay on your property as if they had been raised in a nursery
there.

Creating a beetle nursery is much more time consuming. For
example, it may take eight months with feeding and watering of
beetles every second day. It also requires some infrastructure.

Collecting beetles yourself, whilst financially cheaper, is likely to
be very time consuming.

A list of reputable dung beetle sellers is available on the DBEE
website.
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