


Farm history

Cashmore Park Farm is situated at Cashmore, 10 km west of
Portland in Western Victoria. The Keiller family has been there
since 1945 and John Keiller has been at the helm since 1983.
John is above all curious. He describes himself as a developer
rather than a multiplier when it comes to his livestock. His
interests are wide ranging — diversity of DNA and dung beetles
are two of his main drivers when it comes to the health and
hardiness of his flock.

Soil and climate

The climate is variable with an average annual rainfall of 830
mm - generally 100 mm in winter months and 25 mm in
summer months. The 1770 Ha property encompasses a broad
range of soil types, from wind swept ocean facing hills, deep
acid sands, sandy loams and wet, black clay river flats. Soils
have a fairly low PH of 5.4 to 5.9 and Olsen P 8 to 15. Over

his fifty plus years on the property, John has experienced the
climate becoming increasingly variable and less predictable. His
sheep breeding program is both economic and environmental.
More resilient sheep require less energy input.
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Livestock

The property carries in excess of 20,000 dry sheep equivalents
with a 95/5% sheep to cattle ratio. It is well developed with

120 paddocks, extensive laneways and large undercover sheep
handling facilities. Livestock consists of 10,000 breeding ewes
mated annually and usually 12,000 lambs born each year.

Of these sheep, 60 % are Maternal Composite and 40% are
Cashmore Nudie.

In 2003, John started to breed shedding sheep adapted to
cold southern conditions. Historically, shedding breeds come
from warm, dry climates and are run at light stocking rates on
low quality pastures. John has used more than twelve breeds
from places as distant as Scandinavia and the UK to north and
South Africa to develop his Cashmore Nudies. These sheep are
designed to tolerate cold, wet and muddy conditions with high
internal parasite pressures and stocking rates. Today Cashmore
Nudies are farmed from Kangaroo Island to central New South
Wales, southern Tasmania and everywhere in between.
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John continues to experiment with sheep breeding using old
British breeds like Soay and Hebridean. He is also unusual in
not docking the tails of his sheep, believing they are there for
a purpose and contribute to his sheep being some of the most
parasite free in the country.

John also has 120 Twinning cows, a breed developed in
America from Angus and Simmental cattle including 5% bulls.




Grazing

John'’s animals are set stocked from July to December during
lambing, but rotationally grazed for the remainder of the year.
85 % of his paddocks are planted to improved pasture species
of perennial rye with small areas of cocksfoot, phalaris and new
cultivars of sub clover and small leaf, high stolon density white
clovers. Pastures are fertilised annually. Since 2018, John has
planted mixed species pastures incorporating plantain, chicory
and brassicas such as tillage radish. 20% of his land is now
permanently sown with mixed species.

Dung beetles

John has always valued insects as an ecological approach to
soil and plant health. In the early 2000s, he introduced the
water dwelling whirligig beetle as a natural predator to red-
legged earth mites. He also imported some white worms

from Tasmania. The first dung beetles he noticed working the
manure were the native Onthophagus mniszechi, which he says
have always been on the property and are particularly active in
autumn.

In the last sixteen years he has released about 11,550 beetles
on to his property:

B. bison - 750 in Sept 2008
B. bison - 750 in Nov 2009
O. binodis — 1000 in 2009
G. spiniger - 1000 in 2011
E. fulvus -1000 in 2014

O. vacca- 2500 in 2021

B. bison 4500 in 2021

C. hispanus - 50 in 2022
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During the beetle survey which took place between 2019

and 2021, Cashmore was found to have nine species of dung
beetle. Of the introduced species, by far the biggest numbers
were of O.taurus which accounted for 90% of trapped beetles
(over 5000 in one trap in January). E.fulvus was the next most
common, with numbers averaging around 200. O.binodlis was
present in small numbers each month, whilst O.aygulus was
found in traps in January and February. No B.bison, the deep
digging winter active beetle, were found despite the large
number of releases, but John is not put off by this and plans to
release more. “I'll just keep going until they take,” he says.

For John, the health of his sheep is paramount. As he says: “We
take a multi-faceted approach to sheep parasite control. Firstly,
sheep are selected to be parasite resistant, secondly they live
and grow through constant challenge so are resilient, thirdly
they are aided by 10 dung beetle species that bury dung across
the year to create a more parasite free environment.”

Environment

John and Brigita Keiller would in no way describe their farm as
being run on regenerative agricultural principles, but they have
a keen eye for the bigger picture and the future of our climate.
They have been planting trees each year, adding 50,000 to
existing remnant vegetation to provide stock shelter and
wildlife corridors. Currently the property is under 5% tree cover,
but John's ideal coverage would be 10% or more.
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