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The Pasture Pathway 
The Pasture Pathway is an online decision-making guide which  
allows you to experiment with pasture management scenarios  
before major decisions are made on-farm.  

You will be able to:

•	 Baseline the current pasture system. 

•	 Explore the effects of management changes on 
seasonal fodder production and feed demand. 

•	 Manipulate farm size, sown areas, specialist 
crops, dry matter production, stocking rates, and 
livestock classes. 

This could help you identifying management 
practices which optimise feed supply and demand, 
or produce more home-grown feed, therefore 
reducing reliance on inputs and identifying low 
emissions, carbon friendly grazing systems that are 
tailored for your individual farm. 

This type of tool is very important for livestock 
producers in several key ways:

•	 There is a need to identify systems which can 
improve profitability. The Pasture Pathway can 
help you to map out a grazing management 
system which optimises home grown feed 
supply, lessening reliance on bought in fodder 
and inputs, which usually improves profitability.  
In addition, you can identify strategies which 
will allow best practice grazing management 
and produce quality products which satisfy the 
requirements of the supply chain and consumers. 
This may enable profitable niche marketing and 
business opportunities. 

•	 There is a need to identify sustainable grazing 
management methods in order to improve 
soil, plant and animal health, farm biodiversity 

and overall farm resilience, and to satisfy the 
farmer, supply chain and consumer that the farm 
is operating under a holistic, carbon farming 
method. The Pasture Pathway can help to identify 
these management methods.

How to use the  
pasture pathway
Enter information into the yellow highlighted boxes 
ONLY. These are:

•	 Ha of each pasture type on-farm

•	 Estimate of dry matter production

•	 Estimate of dry matter residual

•	 Number and type of livestock on-farm

Part 1. Determining pasture and crop biomass 
production on-farm

Step 1. Fill in the ha of each pasture type on-farm. If 
a pasture type or crop is not sown or scheduled to 
be sown on the farm, enter a 0 in that box.

Step 2. Fill in the total dry matter which is estimated 
to be produced for each pasture type during its 
growing season. 

Step 3. Fill in the estimated residual dry matter 
(biomass left after grazing). This figure usually 
ranges from 1,000 - 1,500 kg dry matter per 
hectare.
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These figures will flow into the seasonal feed 
production table, which shows the dry matter 
produced per month for each pasture or crop type, 
the total dry matter produced per month on the 
farm, and the total dry matter produced across the 
year. 

This data is also represented visually in the graph 
‘Seasonal Home-Grown Feed Production.’

Part 2. Determining stocking rate and feed de-
mand on-farm

The second part of the Pasture Pathway determines 
whether the dry matter growth scenario calculated 
in Part 1 is adequate for stock requirements. Use the 
Feed Demand Table to select all stock types on farm 
from the drop-down menu, each stock type will 
automatically be associated with a DSE (dry sheep 
equivalent) value. Add the monthly number of stock 
for each stock type for the year. 

The Pasture Pathway will then calculate the feed 
required for the stock number and type on-farm per 
animal and per month, and will determine whether 
there is a fodder surplus or deficit. 


